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KNITTED .'iND IffiN'S ?/0'/T̂ K UNDKRi'm.R AND COillERCIAL E^^TTKG Ê D̂USTRY 

COiMlTIIiE APPOINTED 

Appoin"tment of an i n d u s t r y comrrdttee f o r tlie l{nitted and i ieh ' s VJoven Underwear 

and Goramercial K n i t t i n g I n d u s t r y to .meet i n Conference Roora A, Departraent of Labor 

Bui ld ing a t 10 A.M., J rne 16, 1941, w?.s announced today by General P h i l i p B, 

Fleming, Adi idnis t ra tor of t h e Vfege and Hour Div is ion , U. S. Department of Labor, 

Under the F a i r Labor Standards Act the committee i s i n s t r u c t e d to i n v e s t i g a t e 

economic and corapet i t ive cond i t ions i n t h i s i n d u s t r y and t o recorara.end t h e h ighes t 

irdnimum v'p.ge up to 40 cen ts an hour which w i l l not subs tan t i a l ] . y c u r t a i l employment, 

The raanufacture of raen' s and boys ' woven underwear i s nov.f c a r r i e d on under a 

32-.I/2 cent rainimu-ra waee vrhich went i n t o e f f e c t Ju ly 15^ 1940 as a s-iction of the 

appa re l -wage o r d e r . As a d i r e c t r e s u l t of t h i s aiinimura, appx-oximately 6,000 of t h e 

9,000 persons eraployed i n the j.xinufAacture of men's and boys ' vjoven underwear 

r ece ived pay i n c r e a s e s . The kr 'dtted underwear and comraercial k n i t t i n g i n d u s t r y has 

been o p e r a t i n g under ,n. 33-1 /2 cent ndnimum. wage "".'liich h^is been e f f e c t i v e s ince May 

6, 1940, This r a t e d i r e c t l y inc reased the v/ages of about 17,000 v/orkers i n the 

i n d u s t r y which employs approximately 62,000 , . 

Yvilliam E. .Simkin, Assoc ia te . Impart ial Chairman of the Full-F?.shioned Hosi.ery 

I n d u s t r j , Phi.badelphia, i s chairman of th-e new comraittee. Other pub l ic members 

a r e : P h i l i p Taf t , Brov.n U n i v e r s i t y , Providence , PJhode I s l a n d ; Harry D. Tlolfe, 

Unive s i t j of North C.'irolina, Chapel H i l l , North Caro l ina ; LljTtle Brooke, Alabama 

College f o r ITomon, Monteval lo , Alabama; John DCJQ. Br iggs , S t , Paul Academy, S t , 

Pau l , Minnesota; Mary Barne t t Gilson, Un ive r s i ty of Chicago, Cldcago, I l l i n o i s ; 

Dr. Williara Haber, Un ive r s i t y of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan; and Frank V, 

Morley, Harcourt Bi\ace & Corapany, Ne-vv York C i ty , 

The employee r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a r e : Mrs. W i l l i e M, Watson, Anniston, Alabama, 

Joseph R. White of Cohoes, Novr York, Erai.! Rieve of Ne-iw York, a l l of the T e x t i l e 

Workers Union of Araerica; Samuel Shore of New York C i ty , John S. Martin of ( q - , , / \ 
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A t l a n t a , Geor.gia, and I> .̂vid D-ubinskj- of New Ycrk, a l l of the In te tT ia t ioha l 

Lad ie s ' Ga.iment Workers Union; Dorothy J , Bellanca of Nev̂  York, of t h e 

Amalgp-mated Clo th ing Workers of ilniericT; and C, M, Fox of Bii'm.ing.ham, Alabama, 

of the United Tex t i l e WorKers of i'ancrica. . r ... =, . •-. --..,'..*;,* •:" . 

The employer repre.3er"itatives a r e L, B. BojTribon, Earnshavj" K n i t t i n g Company, 

Nevrton, l ' iassachuset ts ; . Ralph M. Jones , Utica I l n i t t i n g Coriip.any, Ut ica , Nev/ York; 

E. J , McMillan, Standard Ki"iit"ting l a l l s , I n c . , I(no.K:ville, Tennessee; .T." 0. Moore, 

P . H, Hanes K n i t t i n g Company, Win ston-Salem, North Cax"'olLna; T. H, Muel ler , J u l i u s 

Kayser & Company, Nev; York; William Ite\aier, ?Iarvern Krdtwer-.r Company, I n c , Ne-w 

York; H, E. Sims, A t l a s Undtn.-rear Company, Piqua, Ohio; and ]-d.tchel Schmeider, 

Mi tchel Schneider Corpora t ion of Yyw Yo-rk C i t y . / 

Pei'sons wishing to appear before t h i s comiidttee a t i t s meeting a r e reques ted 

to noti.fy Burton E, Oppenheim, Di rec to r , Indus t ry Committee Bro.nch, Wage and 

Hour Di'vision, Departnent of Labor, Washington, D. C, . 

The i n d u s t r y i s def.tried a s : 

"a. The mcinufacturing, dyeing or o the r f i r . i s h i n g of any k n i t t e d f a b r i c made 
made from any yarn o r raixture of y a r n s , except ; 

1. The k n i t t i n g from any yarn o r a i ixture of yarns and t h e 
f u r t h e r raanufactur ing, dyeing or o the r fir.isi:d.ng of l<nitted garments , 
k n i t t e d garraent s e c t i o n s or emit ted gaiment a c c e s s o r i e s f o r use 
as e x t e r n a l appa re l o r cover ing vjhich a r e p a r t i a l l y or completely 
manufactured i n the sa.rae es tab l i shment as t h a t where t h e k n i t t i n g 
process i s perfonaed; pro'vided t h a t t h i s except ion s h a l l no t be 
const rued to apply to the g,5rraents or gariaent accJecsories des ignated 
i n c l ause (b) of t h i s d e f i r d t i o n , . 

2 . Fu l l ed s u i t i n g s , coa t i r igs , t o p c o a t i n g s , or overcoa t ings 
c o n t a i n i n g more th-an 25 per c e n t , b^' weight , of wool or ,anLra.al 
f i b e r o the r than s i l k , 

3 . Hosiery , 

"b . The raanufacturing, dyeing o r o t h e r f i n i s h i n g , from any yarn or 
mixture of y a r n s , or from purcliase-d kn i t t ed ' f a b r i c , of any of the fo l lowing -

' p r o d u c t s : 

(8146) 



1, Knitted .^rraents or garraent accessories for use as 
underwear, sleeping wear, or ne.gli.gees, 

2, Fleece-lined garments mride from krdtted fabric containing 
cotton ordy or containing any -mixture of cotton and not ;aore than 
25 per cent , by iveight, of wool or aniraa.l f iber other than s i l k . 

3, Knitted sh i r t s of cotton or any synthetic f iber or any 
aiixture of such f ibers vrhich have been kni t on machinery of 10-cut 
or f ine r in the sa.rae establishment as tha t v/hero the kr. i t t ing 
process i s -performed, 

* • • • * ' 

4.'- Knitted tov.iols or c lo ths , A '", 

"c, Ihe !aanui.actuning of'men's and boys' underwear from any woven 
f a b r i c . " 
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